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Akalam
With a huge aft deck area, 
impressive sailing performance, 
an interior flooded With light 

thanks to 26 hull WindoWs, 
and innovative engineering 

solutions, this 32 metre 
belies her traditional lines

words: Oliver Dewar
photography: Lloyd Images, Javier Plá
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Akalam is rich with paradoxes. The 32 metre 
sloop has a pleasing retro appearance while the 
fixed, aft deck canopy suggests that socialising and 

entertaining is a priority. However, an unusual number of 

windows in the hull has required some very innovative 

structural design while the yacht’s sailing ability is a 

product of some impressive performance-design heritage.

The yacht’s life began at the Barcos Deportivos yard in 

Tarragona, Spain, where, with the aluminium hull 

completed, the project stalled for just over two and a half 

years. In 2008, UK yard Pendennis launched a successful 

tender to complete the build and Akalam was towed the 

2,000 miles to Cornwall on a barge. After 22 months at 

Pendennis she was launched at the end of 2010.

Her exterior features include a large aft deck covering 

60 square metres. There are three individual social areas 

here: an aft-facing sofa furthest aft with an individual 

dodger for protection against wind; a large seating area 

with fixed stainless steel table lamps; and a dining area 

forward with a cantilevered, glass-topped table that is part 

piece of art and part engineering marvel courtesy of the 

craftsmen at Pendennis. The concealed genoa winches 

just aft of the helms and the absence of any working 

sheets in the cockpit means the yacht can be cruised or 

raced with no risk to guests.

The beautifully styled elliptical flagstaff is indicative of 

the level of detail that has been applied throughout. In the 

raised deckhouse, the upper saloon is clutter-free: opening 

any of the sycamore cupboard doors or drawers could 

reveal the communications centre or a cigar humidor. The 

yacht’s interior designer, Javier Muñoz, has created an 

apartment-style pilothouse with ‘normal’ furniture and a 

superb all-round view through the windows. The curved 

Rondal aft deck doors are gas-sealed and feature privacy 

glass, while red floor lighting makes the pilothouse a 

comfortable, safe and secure location on passage.

In the lower saloon there are hints of a very different 

Vast exterior social and 
deck areas – with a definite 

hint of traditional 
styling – contrast with 

clean and contemporary 
interior areas featuring 

sycamore, zebrano, olive 
and panga woods. Her 

fixed keel (left) contains a 
lifting daggerboard which 
increases sailing draught 

from 3.6m to 5.5m
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Demands and design
For Iñigo Toledo, head of 

Barracuda Yacht Design, the 
owner’s requirements 

necessitated a fluid and 
adaptable approach. ‘An owner 

with unusual demands forces 
solutions,’ says Toledo 

pragmatically. ‘The owner 
required an open space design 

throughout with minimal enclosed spaces.’ The goal was 
to link the interior and exterior, and it is possible to walk 

on to Akalam at the stern and see right to the bow through 
the curved deckhouse entrance windows and along the 

winch- and rope-free side decks.
Internally, the use of marble threatened to compromise 

the yacht’s contracted weight target. ‘It’s all about 
maintaining the balance with performance,’ continues 
Toledo. ‘If you forget this balance, you can ruin a boat.’

The biggest challenge was to incorporate 26 950mm by 
650mm windows within the hull. Calculating the amount 

of reinforced plating to fit around the window voids 
ensured hull integrity, but chainplate positioning became 
crucial. Fitting the chainplates to the hull would critically 
compromise the hull structure with loads exerted by the 

mast and rigging. Toledo’s solution was to incorporate an 
aluminium box structure below floor level and position the 

25mm Nitronic lower shrouds further inboard than is 
usual, running vertically through the lower saloon direct 

to the rigid box structure. By redirecting the mast and 
rigging loads away from the hull in the lower saloon, the 

strength of the area occupied by the windows is no longer 
subject to stress from the rigging or mast compression. 

Finite Element Analysis was used to calculate the flex and 
movement in critical areas, and Akalam passed 

classification with Germanischer Lloyd.

design approach. Four large Technoglass windows sit on 

each side of the saloon, and with the area’s floor at sea 

level, the sensation is remarkable. When the boat is static, 

the view from the closely-grouped windows is almost 

uninterrupted; when sailing, the windows begin to 

submerge at 16 degrees of heel and the 10mm recess 

around each window creates an hypnotic turbulence. The 

shrouds from the carbon rig run vertically through the 

lower saloon, diverting mast load from the hull to a 

double-bottomed, aluminium box structure designed by 

the yacht’s architect, Iñigo Toledo of Barracuda Yacht 

Design: a solution that permits a staggering total of 26 

large windows in the hull. 

Accessed via a spiral staircase from the upper saloon, 

the guest accommodation comprises two twin guest suites 

with Pullman berths, marble-lined showers and large hull 

windows providing extraordinary visibility. The full-beam 

owner’s cabin has double-skinned walls for soundproofing 

and the floor is mounted on rubber seals to minimise 

vibration under motor.  

Toledo’s diverse portfolio ranges from cruiser-racers to 

explorer-style motor yachts, and he also worked on Spain’s 

America’s Cup challenges in 1992 and 2007. This combined 

experience has led to a yacht that is nimble and fast. The 

lifting daggerboard in the keel allows for visiting shallow 

harbours and bays without impacting sailing performance. 

Even with the board raised, Akalam can beat into 16 knots 

of breeze sitting comfortably at just over nine knots. At the 

optimum heel angle of 25 degrees with the board lowered, 

she hits 11 knots in a 20-knot breeze, and reaching with 

gennaker in the same conditions gives 14 knots.

The amount of light flooding the interior added to the 

exceptional deck space means the boat appears far larger 

than its 32 metres. The design detail and layout is 

unusually sensitive, supplying an atmosphere that is 

appealing, practical and functional. Combined with the 

impressive performance under sail, Akalam is a 

truly remarkable amalgamation of features, style 

and design.

The key elements below 
decks, from the lower 
saloon (left) to the 
full-beam master (below), 
are the 26 large hull 
windows that flood the 
interior with light and 
afford spectacular views. 
They necessitated some 
clever design in order to 
keep the rig loads away 
from the hull (above right)
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The full beam master suite 
aft benefits from extensive 
views and generous floor area

The deck saloon offers comfortable seating 
with great views. Glass doors open up to 
the vast aft deck areas creating a large 
inside/outside social area

Twelve 950mm by 650mm hull windows each 
side provide plenty of light and magnificent 
views throughout the lower deck accommodation

The guest tender is stowed in a foredeck 
well, which doubles as a spa pool when 
the tender is launched. A crew tender 
can be stowed in an aft garage

With twin helm stations set at the 
forward end of the cockpit, the 
large and sociable aft deck is left 
clear of clutter or interference

AkAlAm Pendennis Shipyard

LOA 32m
LWL 26.44m
Beam 7.6m
Draught 3.6m/5.5m
Displacement 115 tonnes
Gross tonnage 137GT
Mast and boom
Southern Spars carbon

Sailmaker Quantum
Sail area 440m2

Furling systems
Reckmann, Southern Spars
Winches
Rondal, Lewmar
Engine
MAN D2866LE405, 610hp

Speed (cruise)
Power: 13.5 knots
Range at 11 knots
1,200nm
Thrusters (bow/stern)
Max Power R450/R300 
Generators 
Onan 40kW, Onan 22.5kW

Fuel capacity
9,600 litres
Freshwater capacity
5,300 litres
Owner and guests 6+2
Crew 4
Tender
Castoldi Jet Tender 14

Construction 
Aluminium 
Classification
GL + MMA
Naval architect 
Barracuda Yacht Design

Exterior styling
Barracuda Yacht Design

Interior design
Javier Muñoz
Builder/year 
Pendennis Shipyard/2010 
The Docks, Falmouth, 
Cornwall, UK, TR11 4NR 
tel: +44 (0)1326 211344 
email: info@pendennis.com 
web: www.pendennis.com
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