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Practical and voluminous, this IRigo Toledo-drawn long-range cruiser is a new design
from an experienced team. Phil Draper reports. Photography by Bugsy Gediek

he Terranova Explorer 85, an

attractive expedition-style long-

range tri-deck motor vacht, is

intended for yachtsmen with grander

plans, meaning those with serious cruising

ambitions and the time with which to indulge

them. We are talking bluewater as much as

backwater here, the sort of yacht as likely to be

anchored off an atoll as an iceberg. Indeed, the

‘New Earth’ translation of Terranova and the
model’s ‘Explorer’ tag are most appropriate.

Inigo Toledo and his Barracuda Design

studio, based in Madrid, Spain, were
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responsible for the naval architecture of the
85 Explorer, but the builder and driving force
behind the project is Terranova Yachts — a
new initiative from a highly experienced team
of Italian boatbuilders based in Porto di
Lavagna, lead by company president
Giancarlo Pedetti, that up to now has focused
on sailing yacht and lobsterboat building
activities. What makes this new composite
displacement motor vyacht project so
interesting is a combination of things — not
only her uniqueness of style and range of
1,200 nautical miles at a sedate 10 knots or

s0, but also the fact that she offers so much
internal volume.

In terms of size, this yacht has a 7.14 metre
beam, which rivals a few 20-year-old 38-40
metre tri-decks, never mind most 26 metre
displacement yachts. Certainly there are no
other semi-custom composite models with
profiles like this currently on the market.
Much heavier custom-built ‘metal’ yachts of a
similar basic concept are being built all the
time, both bigger and smaller, but there are
very few series-built composite designs that
look anything like this. Check out the sheer




and flare of the bow, the bulwark buttress
and low mock funnel atop the superstructure,
which serves as a base for the radar mast.
Capable of a 16.5 knot maximum speed, this
is a mini ship.

The Explorer 85 has plenty of deck space.
The bridge deck not only includes an upper
aft deck, but also has a full walkaround
capability. Similarly on the main deck level
the whole superstructure can be walked
around on full side decks that are well
protected by deep bulwarks and upper deck
overhangs. The area around the funnel is also
open to guests for sunbathing, covered as it is
aboard boat number one with sunpads.

Tenders and toys aboard yachts like this are
not kept hidden away in garages or on
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Above: a real gentleman’s wheelhouse, set out like a small ship's bridge
Below: the upper saloon provides a cosy and quiet retreat, without access to the aft upper

deck, which is reached via an external staircase from the main deck

sundecks. They are stowed together with a
suitable crane on the foredeck. With such a
large beam and the fact that their weight
on the foredeck is kept fairly low, the area
is open to interpretation. It could easily
accommodate a pair of RIBs, personal
watercraft, or perhaps a sailing dinghy or two,
but the first Explorer 85, which incidentally
has a Veronese owner, simply sports a 4.5
metre RIB with an 80hp outboard.

From the aft deck a sliding glass door takes
you into the main saloon that is divided by a
boxed galley to port and an encased staircase
to starboard. The first thing that hits you on
entering this area is the huge amount of space
for a yacht of this length, particularly as she
also has full side decks.

The décor throughout makes use of

traditional satin-varnished cherrywood for all
the joinery and wood block floors. As for
layout, the main saloon aft is all lounge.
To port there is one big L-shaped sofa
supplemented by a large rectangular footstool
and surrounded by plenty of shelving. To
starboard there are more storage cupboards
beneath the picture windows. Storage is
important on any yacht with serious range
that will be used for extended cruising. The
dining room sits forward on the main deck,
occupying the space beneath the wheelhouse
and benefiting from similar panoramic views.
Beyond ample cupboard space, there is
simply a dining room table inlaid with
marquetry work that will comfortably seat
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Top: the spacious main saloon, like the rest of the interior, is decorated in a traditional style with cherrywood joinery, panelling and floors
Above: the dining room features a table for ten with marquetry work and plenty of storage. Above right: the compact but stylish galley
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eight and probably ten at a squeeze. The

elegant freestanding dining chairs are simply
upholstered in a pale cream leather.

Between the main saloon and dining areas,
the portside galley is well specified, coming
from leading Italian specialist Schiffini. Its
Emporium units are faced with an attractive
ribbed aluminium, giving it a stylish,
industrial look. The galley’s location here in
the heart of the yacht means it does not
simply serve as a crew hangout. Requiring a
more informal approach, it is meant to be
open and accessible to guests and crew alike.
However, should it be necessary for the crew
to work ‘behind the scenes’, there is a side
deck door, which allows crew to come and
go discreetly when the galley door is shut.

The crew accommodation aboard is for
four in two twin bunk cabins located in the
forepeak. Access to the crew cabins is via the

foredeck, so they are completely separate
from the guest accommodation and guests
and crew are kept well apart. The side door
from the galley also means that crew can
move between the galley and their cabins
with the least disruption to guests.

Above the dining room, the wheelhouse
could not be better positioned. All-round
glazing, just as in the dining room below,
offers full 270-degree views and side deck
doors on both sides mean that within a few
strides the helmsman has the best possible
visibility when it comes to berthing and close-
quarter manoeuvring. There is only one
pedestal pilot seat addressing the wheel, but
there is also a bench behind it that could
serve guests as an occasional observation
perch or conceivably as a pilot berth for
delivery trips. There is also a ladder and hatch
access from the wheelhouse up to the
sunbathing area around the funnel.

Just aft of the wheelhouse is a comfortable
upper saloon, furnished with sofa, chairs and
entertainment system, which serves as a quiet
retreat away from the main deck with
fabulous views to the sides and aft. There is
also a dayhead just off it. Surprisingly, the
upper saloon does not have direct access out
to the upper aft deck.

The accommodation deck not only benefits
from the considerable beam, but also from
the fact that the engine room with its twin
700hp MANSs is located well aft, thanks to
V-boxes and because this is a displacement
design with the full-beam dimension carried

much further forward. The result is a simply

Terranova Yachts

Employing around 38 people directly, Terranova
Yachts is certainly gearing up fast. Up till now its
boats have been built in Viareggio, but by summer
2006 the whole business should have installed itself
in new purpose-built 7,000m2 premises in Porto
Torres, Sardinia.

This first Terranova 85 Explorer was delivered in
mid-August 2005, and the second and third boats are
scheduled for delivery in March and November 2006,
respectively. Their styling will be virtually identical,

There is also a two-deck Terranova 68 on the way,
the first of which is expected to launch in April/May
2006, with the second following swiftly behind,
probably touching water in June 2006.With a basic
specification the 68 is priced from € |.8 million.

Then there is the Terranova | |5, work on the first
of which has just started, with delivery in early 2007.
Prices for that one begin at around €6 million.

Terranova Yachts moulds its models in basically
the same way. The bottoms are all solid GRP with
vinylester gelcoats and the first few layers of
vinylester resins — an excellent protection against
osmosis. Foam cores are used in the sides, but only
above the waterline.

vast area for guest cabins. The traditional
cherrywood panelling used for the decks
above continues below, but note that as this
is a semi-custom project, all manner of
options are possible for an owner.

The general arrangement aboard this first
85 Explorer is fairly conventional. There is a
VIP twin cabin forward (which can also be

Above: the main entrance to the yacht is via the aft main deck, which is also used as an area

for outdoor relaxation in the shade and shelter of the upper deck overhang
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Above: the vast owner’s cabin occupies the
full 7.14 metre beam, allowing room for two
large sofas as well as a king-sized bed
Above right: the owner’s shower room is, like
the rest of the interior, cherrywood panelled

specified as a double), two twin guest cabins
amidships, each with occasional Pullman
berths, and an owner's cabin aft, all accessed
from a central corridor amidships. These
cabins are not so much large as huge.
Beyond big beds and plenty of floor space,
they all feature massive shower stalls, and
have bidets as well as heads. Three of the
four guest cabins have his-and-hers
washbasins too. Over and above ample
wardrobe space there are also plenty of
traditional under-bed drawers.

But it is the owner’s cabin aboard the
Explorer 85 that really takes the cake. The
amount of space here rivals many 36 metre
superyachts. Not only does it accommodate a
king-sized aft-facing bed in one half, but it
also has a couple of large freestanding sofas
and a big square coffee table in the other,
leaving room enough for a dressing table and
plenty of wardrobe storage too. N |

Above: the spacious VIP cabin in the bow has
twin beds and occupies the full beam
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LOA

258m

LWL

22.05m

Beam (overall)

7.14m

Draught

1.6m

Displacement (full load)
85 tonnes

Engines

2 x 700hp MAN D2876LE401
diesels

Generators

1 % 13kW Kohler:

1 % 27kW Kohler

Speed (max/cruising/economy)

16.5/15/10 knots
Range (at 10 knots)
1,200nm

Fuel capacity

8,000 litres

Water capacity
7,400 litres

Grey water capacity
1,320 litres

Black water capacity

i 960 litres

Classification
RINA Category A
Construction

Composites

' TERRANOVA EXPLORER 85

i Naval architect
Ifigo Toledo/Barracuda Design

Interior design |
Roberto La Pegna

Builder/year |
Terranova Yachtsf2005

: Porto di Lavagna

Box 16/17

16033 Lavagna (GE)

Italy

Tel:+39 0185 370164

Fax:+39 0185 368579

E-mail: terranovayacht@tin.it
Web: www.terranovayacht.com
Price guide

€3.25 million




